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STANDING COMMITTEES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

On motion without notice by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House), resolved with an absolute majority — 
That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the motions for the establishment 
of standing committees, a sessional committee, the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, to 
be moved forthwith while the Address-in-Reply has priority. 

Appointment of Members —Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [5.42 pm]: I move — 

That for the present Parliament — 
(1) the Procedure and Privileges Committee consist of the Speaker and the members for Cottesloe, 

Forrestfield, Landsdale and Roe; 
(2) the Public Accounts Committee consist of the members for Bicton, Cottesloe, Darling Range, 

Mirrabooka and Victoria Park; 
(3) the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee consist of the members for 

Bateman, Burns Beach, Collie–Preston, Kimberley and Vasse; 
(4) the Economics and Industry Standing Committee consist of the members for Cockburn, Joondalup, 

North West Central, Riverton and Willagee; and 
(5) the Education and Health Standing Committee consist of the members for Dawesville, Hillarys, 

Maylands, Pilbara and Thornlie. 
I will speak very briefly to the motion. This motion, of course, sets up the standing committees of the 
Legislative Assembly. I congratulate all those members who are soon to be appointed to those committees. For 
new members, committees do very important work for the operations of the Assembly. Each of the committees 
inquire into a range of matters across the portfolios for which each of those standing committees are responsible. 
Upon establishment, committees will traditionally meet on Wednesday mornings and at other times as determined 
by the committee. At the first meeting of a committee, the members will appoint a chair and also a deputy chair. As 
per conventional arrangements between the government and the opposition, the chair of one of those committees, 
being the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee, has been offered to the opposition, and 
I understand that the chair will be the member for Vasse. Of course, government members will chair the other standing 
committees referred to in the motion. It is tradition that if an opposition member is on those committees, they 
will be offered the deputy chair position. One of these committees will not have representation from the opposition 
due to numbers; however, the work of all these committees will be very important. Once this motion is passed, 
effectively, we will have established those committees. I know that one of our clerks will be in contact with each 
of the members and they will receive a package that explains the operations of the committee and the date of 
the first meeting will be set. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.46 pm]: The opposition will be supporting the 
establishment of the committees. We welcome their establishment, as committees give members, including 
opposition members—perhaps especially opposition members—an opportunity to be involved in some important, 
proactive work, as well as providing a tool of oversight for some of the operations of government. As the Leader of 
the House said, there is a constraint on our numbers. Because of those limited numbers, we put forward a proposal 
that we thought would offer the best opportunity for the opposition to provide that important oversight role to the 
Parliament, and that was by our taking a position on the Public Accounts Committee. Due to that committee’s 
wideranging reach, it follows the money trail into pretty well every government portfolio. We had wanted a majority 
of the positions on that committee, and in fact the chairmanship of the Public Accounts Committee. We put that 
proposal to the government as we felt that that would give us the best opportunity to provide oversight, given our 
limited numbers. We do not have enough people to put a person on every one of the committees, because they all 
meet roughly at the same time. We thought this was a very good proposal; unfortunately, it was not agreed to by the 
government. I want to put on the record that this was not without precedent, with many examples of public accounts 
committees in different jurisdictions being chaired by an opposition party. In fact, from 2008 to 2013, the opposition, 
which was then headed by the Premier, was offered the opportunity to have control of the Public Accounts 
Committee, and the late John Kobelke was the chair of that committee. 

The SPEAKER: It was actually headed by Eric Ripper, but there we go. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: We put that proposal forward. We also put forward a proposal for non-government members to 
have a majority on the Legislative Council’s Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations—that is 
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obviously not a matter for this house—but that initially was not agreed to. That was disappointing. However, due 
to the different arrangements in that house and the difference in numbers at the moment, agreement was eventually 
reached with the government and non-government members will now head up the Standing Committee on Estimates 
and Financial Operations and have the majority on that committee. At least we have achieved an outcome there, 
which will enable some level of oversight. It is to the credit of opposition and non-government MLCs that they 
were able to arrive at that position. 

To new members of this place, I say that committees offer you an opportunity to learn a lot about the state and the 
operations of government; they provide you with a degree of oversight of different operations of the government. 
Generally speaking, discussions among committee members are quite cordial and members of different parties end 
up getting along and working quite well together. New members might want to look at some examples of committees 
that have done great work. In the last Parliament, I was involved with the Education and Health Standing Committee. 
I will not say that I was involved in writing its great reports, but I think a couple of reports that that committee 
has done in the time I have been in Parliament have been tremendously important. One of those in 2015 was titled 
The impact of FIFO work practices on mental health: Final report, which provided some important learnings. There 
was also the 2016 report Learnings from the message stick: The report of the inquiry into Aboriginal youth suicide in 
remote areas. They are the types of things new members can become involved in. It is good and important work. For 
many backbenchers especially, it is an opportunity to feel that they are making an important contribution to the state. 

I point out also that members will get the opportunity to work with some really top quality research officers. There 
used to be lovely sausage rolls in the committee rooms, but they have been replaced by stale biscuits. I make the 
point that the long hours we spend in committees should be rewarded with something better than stale biscuits and 
instant coffee in my view. 

The SPEAKER: I thought you were on a health campaign. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: Members who have known me for some time may know there is a difference between the member 
for Moore in this iteration and the previous member for Moore. We did an inquiry into diabetes and the long-term 
effects of putting on a bit of extra pud, so that led to some changes. That was another valuable committee inquiry 
undertaken by that same Education and Health Standing Committee under the chair of the then member for Mirrabooka. 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re not as thin as the last member for Moore. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: He was very thin. He is very thin now; he has got thinner I think. They do not call him “Woody” 
for nothing. 

Mr M. McGowan: The member for Moore before him was not so thin. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: That is right. 

Getting back to committees, I will say that it gives members an opportunity to engage in some very frank discussions 
within the committee processes. I draw members’ attention to standing order 270 of this place. Under the heading 
“Deliberations in private” it says — 

Committee deliberations will be conducted in closed session. 

Members do not want to end up disclosing the proceedings of a committee outside the committee unless that is by 
authority of the committee through a report or some other method that the committee has agreed to and is allowed 
under the standing orders. New members should please not get themselves in a mess by putting up Facebook posts 
and other things that could end up in a referral by angry members of the Parliament if they do just that. As I look 
around, I am thinking that last year there was a heated discussion in this place when the member for Kalamunda 
became the subject of such a referral motion due to Facebook posts, which members of the opposition thought were 
disclosing the deliberations of the committee. There is quite an interesting conversation in Hansard if members 
want to look at it. That referral was defeated along party lines. If members read the Hansard on that matter, they can 
make up their own mind about what they think should and should not happen. The point is that it is best not to cross 
the line, but members should remember that if they do, they will not only be overturning centuries of a process that 
has been built up to protect the institutions of democracy and parliamentary debate, but also contravening the standing 
orders of this house and could be subject to a sanction. 
Unfortunately, that particular member did not seem to learn. There were further discussions on 14 May. I will 
quote a couple of excerpts from Hansard. When called to account by members through interjection, the member 
for Kalamunda shouted out — 

You might think that. I told you. I can tell you what did not happen in that committee. Refer me to the 
Procedure and Privileges Committee again. 
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Of course, the retort was, “We can’t; we don’t have the numbers.” We do not want to turn the committee into 
a place of controversy. I am just going to read something from the member for Central Wheatbelt, the Leader of 
the Nationals WA, now Leader of the Opposition, when she said — 

That was a quite extraordinary contribution from the member for Kalamunda on the Corruption, Crime 
and Misconduct Amendment Bill 2020. I appreciate the pressure that the member for Kalamunda must have 
been under, but he does his cause no good. The views of those sitting on his side of the chamber were plain 
to see on their faces when they watched him make his contribution. As somebody who has been here for 
12 years, I can say that when he talks about tabling the minutes of committees, he is talking about 
significantly changing the processes of this Parliament. I cannot imagine that members of this place who 
have served for longer than one term and who understand the processes would agree to that, because it would 
significantly stifle debate within committees, which is supposed to be bipartisan. I cannot accept the 
arguments the member has put forward. It is clear that he is frustrated and that he has been heavily involved 
in this process to this point, but what the government has put forward as a solution is not right. 
The Nationals WA have watched this whole process with great interest, because the Corruption and Crime 
Commission serves an incredibly important function in our state. 

I urge members to heed those wise words from the Leader of the Nationals. Do not follow the path that the member 
for Kalamunda did. Follow a path that shows you have more respect for Parliament and its committees. I conclude 
by wishing all the members who, by this motion, will take their place on committees all the very best and hope 
they enjoy making a great contribution. 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [5.56 pm] — in reply: I am happy to respond to 
close the debate on this motion. I am a little disappointed that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition chose to raise 
that matter when the member for Kalamunda is not here. He is paired at the moment and I am sure he would have 
liked to have responded. I do not think that was necessary, quite frankly. 
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition also highlighted that he had sought to have the opposition as a majority on the 
Public Accounts Committee. The government’s position on committees is consistent with the previous government, 
of which he was a member. The member referred to the 2008 to 2013 period, and the member will be aware, of 
course, that the numbers in the house then were very, very close and the government of the day had a slim majority. 
The committee arrangements changed at the 2013 election. I refer the member to the comments of then Leader of 
the House, the former member for Kalamunda, on Thursday, 9 May 2013, when these same committees were being 
established. In that contribution, he highlighted — 

In the last Parliament there were two committees on which the opposition had a majority and therefore 
chaired. I suspect that the argument may well be put today that that arrangement should continue. It is the 
government’s view that because of a substantial change in the composition of the house, whereby the 
number of government-supporting members has increased substantially and therefore, by definition, the 
number of opposition members has decreased substantially, with 38 government-supporting members and 
21 opposition members, it is appropriate for some variation to the arrangement that was put in place after 
the last election. 

I tend to firmly agree with the former member for Kalamunda, and indeed the numbers in this place have changed 
substantially. Even if there had been agreeance and we had three opposition members in one committee, it would 
have rendered the other committees likely to have no opposition members. I agree with the former member for 
Kalamunda, Hon John Day, and his comments on the variation from the 2013 election to the 2018 election, and 
we are being consistent in that regard. 
Question put and passed.  
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